‘Value addition to farm produce a must’

HT Correspondent
. Patiala, October 8

SUNIL BHARTI Mittal, the
founder chairman and managing
director of Bharti Enterprises,
one of India’s leading mobile com-
panies, has said that Punjab need-
ed to focus on small-scale segment
and value addition in its agricul-
ture produce.

Speaking at the convocation of
Thapar Institute of Engineering
and Technology (TIET) here today,
Mittal, who passed out of the in-
stitute in 1976, said, “Punjab
needs to draw a plan to help the
small-scale industry as it has suf-
fered a lot during the past few
years,”

It is pertinent to mention that
the Bharti Enterprise has entered
into a joint venture with a multi-
national company to explore av-
enues of agro-based food process-
ing in Punjah,

And, speaking on the occasion,
Mittal also urged the entrepre-
neurs to come forward and ex-
plore the field of food processing.
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Gautam Thapar, vice-chairman of Ballarpur Industries Limited, giving the
all-around performance award to Harpreet Brar at the [8th convocation of
Thapar Institute of Engineering and Technology in Patiala on Friday.

Addressing the pass-outs, Bhar-
ti said it was the most crucial pe-

. riod for fresh graduates.

“This is the time when one ac-
tually shapes up career,” he said,
calling upon the pass-outs to ex-
plore new ventures,

Lauding the girl pass-outs for
taking up a career in engineering,
Bharti said women were holding
key positions in major multina-
tionals.

Owver 500 students were awarded
degrees in engineering, comput-
ers and biotechnology disciplines
on the occasion. Gautam Thapar,
the vice-chairman and managing
director of Ballarpur Industries
Limited, gave away medals to top-
pers.

Hardeep Singh Brar bagged the
president’s medal for securing
highest marks and the Ranbir
Singh Memorial Award for best
all-round performance.

Diractor Dr 5.C. Sexana, while
listing the achievements of the in-
gtitute, announced the decision to
increase the intake of students by
10 per cent,
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Thapar students
get degrees

Our CORRESPONDENT

Pamiaa, Ocroser 8

Over 500 students of the
Thapar Institute of Engi-
neering and Technology
(TIET) received their
degrees from the Director
of the institute, Dr 8. C.
Saxena, of the 18th convo-
cation of the institute here
today. Mr Sunil Bharati
Mittal, founder chairman
and group managing direc-
tor of Bharati Enterprises,
was the chief guest on the
occasion.

Dr Saxena in his report
highlighted the achisve-
ments and progress made
by the institute in the last
academic year. He said the
institute had registered an
increase of about 10 per

! cent in the student intake

during the year. He said 88
per cent of the institute’s
first class  graduates
secured placements with
reputed companies.

The Director said the

= institute received Rs 1.47

crore by way of sponsor-
ship of research projects
past year and 116 doctoral
research projects were
going on at present in the
institute. Dr Saxena said a
programme for infrastruc-
ture development had been
undertaken on the campus,
which inlcuded augmenta-

 tion of laboratories and

construction of a new lec-
ture hall, computer net-
work and other student
amenities,

Mr Gautam Thapar, vice-
chairman and managing
director of Ballarpur
Industries Limited,
presided over the function
and distributed the medals

e -

to toppers in thier respec-
tive disciplines. Mr Hard-
eep Singh Brar was award-
ed the President's Medal
for securing the highest
marks as well as the Ran-
bir Singh Memorial Award
for the best all round per-
formance,

Other notable students
who have been recom-
mended for Institute's
medals for ranking first in
BE degree are: Amit Gupta
(eivil engineering).
Jaspreet Kaur Oberoi
(computer engineering),
Megha Dadhwal (chemi-
cal engineering), Tushar
Amba (electrical enginee:-
ing), Ankush Gupta (elec-
tronics and communica-
tions), Monika Goyal
{electronics - instrumenta-
tion and control) and Mr
Garish Kumar (industrial
engineering).  Gurpreet
Singh Bakshi (MCA),
Sapna Rajpal Sharma (ME
robotics), Amit Gupta
(biotechnology), Kirak
Khurana (ME software
engineering), Meenakshi
Gupta (ME - electronics
and crnmunication) and Mr
Sandeep Singla (M Tech -
envirnoment science and
technology) qualified for
institute’s medals in their
respective disciplines,

The institute also hon-
oured Mr Jagmohan Kaul,
Managing Director desig-
nate of Dresser-Rand India
Private Limited and a 1968
batch alumnus of the insti-
tute, with the Distinguished
Alumnus Award for his pro-
fessional achievements. Mr
Sunil Bharati Mittal also
inaugurated the lecture hall
constructed by Lalli Con-
structions on the occasion.

Photo on page 1
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J Studants of the Thapar Institute of Engineering and Technology, Patiala, at the
} convocation on Friday, Photo: Rajesh Sachar (Report on page 6)
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